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Name of the Course: B.ALL.B. Type of Course: 5 Years Integrated
Year : 1% Year Semester : 1t Semester
Subject Code : ALCUG1EBAO1 Subject: Constitutional History of India
W.E.F: 2025-26 Teaching Hours: 72
Teaching & Examination Scheme:
External Passing Passing Total
Internal Marks
Credit Lect | Lab | Tut Marks Marks Marks Marks
T P CE T P Internal External
4 4 - - 20 - 20 60 - 16/40 24/60 40/100

Lec= Lecture, Lab= Lab, Tut= Tutorial, T- Theory, P= Practical Theory & Practical Passing%:40

Course This course aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Bloom’s
Obijectives the historical evolution of India's constitutional framework. By Taxonomy
the end of the course, students will be able to: Level

1. Understand the Evolution — Trace the development of 02
constitutional ideas in India from ancient times to the modern era. Understand

2. Analyze Colonial Influence — Examine the impact of British rule 04
on India’s constitutional development, including key acts and Analyze
reforms.

3. Study Constitutional Movements — Explore the role of 01
nationalist movements in shaping constitutional demands and Remember
reforms.

4. Evaluate Key Constitutional Documents — Analyze significant 05
constitutional documents such as the Government of India Acts Evaluate
and the Indian Independence Act of 1947.

5. Understand the Making of the Indian Constitution — Examine 02
the Constituent Assembly debates, key framers, and the Understand
ideological foundations of the Indian Constitution.

6. Develop Critical Thinking — Encourage analytical skills to 03
compare India’s constitutional evolution with other nations and Apply

contemporary legal issues.
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Course Outcome (CO):

Upon completion of the course, student shall be able to:

Explain the Historical Evolution — Demonstrate an understanding of the

ot constitutional development of India from ancient times to the present.

CcO 2 Analyze Colonial Legal Frameworks — Assess the impact of British rule on India's legal
and constitutional structures.

CO 3 Evaluate Constitutional Movements — Assess the impact of nationalist movements in shaping
constitutional demands and reforms, understanding their influence on the evolution of India’s
legal and political framework.

CO 4 Interpret Key Constitutional Documents — Critically examine major constitutional
documents, including the Government of India Acts, and the Indian Independence Act of 1947.

CO5 Analyze the Making of the Indian Constitution — Critically examine the Constituent
Assembly debates, contributions of key framers, and the ideological foundations that shaped the
Indian Constitution, understanding their relevance in contemporary governance and legal
frameworks.

CO6 Develop Critical Thinking in Constitutional Analysis — Enhance analytical skills to compare

India’s constitutional evolution with that of other nations, critically evaluating contemporary
legal and governance issues in a global context.

DETAILED SYLLABUS

. — Credits /
Unit Description
Hours
1 Introduction to Constitutional Development 4
1.1  [Meaning, Nature, and Importance of Constitutional History 18 Hours
1.2 [Sources of Indian Constitution
1.3  |Comparative study of Indian constitution with England, USA
and Ireland constitution
14 Evolution of Constitutionalism in India
Practical Approach:
a. Visit to Parliament
b. Youth Parliament
2 Early Constitutional Developments (1600-1857) 4
2.1  [The Role of the British East India Company 18 Hours
2.2 Regulating Act of 1773
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2.3 Pitt’s India Act of 1784
2.4 |Charter Acts (1793, 1813)
2.5  |Charter Acts (1833, 1853)
Practical Approach:
a. Screening of Constitutional history
b. Group discussion
3 The Crown Rule and Reform Acts (1858-1919) 4)
3.1  |Government of India Act, 1858 (End of Company Rule) 18 Hours
3.2 Indian Councils Acts (1861, 1892)
3.3 |Morley-Minto Reforms (1909)
3.4 |Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms (1919) and Dyarchy System
Practical Approach:
a. Screening of Constitutional history
b. Group discussion
4 Constitutional Developments (1935-1947) 4
4.1  |Government of India Act, 1935 (Provincial Autonomy, Federalism) 18 Hours
4.2  |Cripps Mission (1942) and Cabinet Mission Plan (1946)
4.3 Indian Independence Act, 1947

Practical Approach:
a. Visit to Parliament
b. Screening of Constitutional history

Suggested References:

Sr. No.| References
Books
1. India polity by M. Laxmikant
2. A Constitutional History of India 1600-1935 by Berriedale Keith
3. Evolution of the Constitutional History of India, 1773-1947 by Vibhuti Bhushan
Mishra
4. Indian Legal & Constitution History by J.K.Mittal
5. Legal & Constitutional History of India by Justice M Rama Jois
6. Constitutional History of India by N Jayapalan
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Online references

1. https://books.google.co.in/books?hl=en&Ir=&id=RojLHSEvV7FwC&oi=fnd&pg=PR7&dq=
constitutional+history+of+india&ots=Y Owe8leRjv&sig=nPtoYuOYrKbertSJaXYHCv9r87
8&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&qg=constitutional%20history%200f%20india&f=false

2. https://books.google.co.in/books?hl=en&Ir=&id=kpXSDwWAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PT27&d
g=Charter+Acts+(1793,+1813)&ots=zt5toCOcg5&sig=xxVcto9IGK26t U 1mnP9GBVbe
o&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=Charter%20Acts%20(1793%2C%201813)&f=false

3. https://advance.lexis.com/document/?pdmfid=1523890&crid=0a058e9b-9916-42e1-8682-
69ac7f37442a&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fanalytical-materials-
in%2Furn%3Acontentltem%3A6490-1HH1-F900-G3K9-00000-
00&pdcontentcomponentid=517964&pddoctitle=Morley-
Minto+reforms+and+the+Indian+Councils+Act%2C+1909.&pdteaserkey=sr0&pdicsfeatur
eid=1523894&pditab=allpods&ecomp=h6LJk&earg=sr0&prid=fd4c6640-7dd5-4f5e-9254-
4e5627121bda

4. https://advance.lexis.com/document/?pdmfid=1523890&crid=7ec98e67-0cef-4291-aa09-
2d530c74a344&pddocfullpath=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fanalytical-materials-
in%2Furn%3Acontentltem%3A5WCH-3DX1-F956-S0MP-00000-
00&pdcontentcomponentid=504718&pddoctitle=APPENDIX+30+%5BTHE%5D+GOVE
RNMENT+OF+INDIA+ACT%2C+1935&pdteaserkey=sr8&pdicsfeatureid=1523894&pdit
ab=allpods&ecomp=h6LJk&earg=sr8&prid=efae80d1-e901-4158-a297-db0b4d0b4b3e

5. https://advance.lexis.com/document/teaserdocument/?pdmfid=1523890&crid=c9140b8e-
6caa-4c64-87df-
cefda7bld3c8&pdteaserkey=h1&pdicsfeatureid=1523894&pditab=allpods&pddocfullpath
=%2Fshared%2Fdocument%2Fanalytical-materials-in%2Furn%3Acontentltem%3A5XY0-
6X81-F900-G3NN-00000-00&ecomp=h6LJk&earg=sr0&prid=ae5a4500-8625-4706-9a94-
6a092eda381a
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